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1. WHAT CLEP IS

CLEP (College-Level Examination Program) exams allow students to earn college
credit by demonstrating college-level knowledge through nationally standardized
exams.

Key Points:

Administered by College Board

Accepted at most U.S. colleges; exact credit varies by institution

May apply to GE, major, or elective credit depending on campus policies

Official score report required for credit

2. COUNSELOR CONSIDERATIONS (DURING STUDENT
APPOINTMENTS)

3. HOW TO FUND CLEP EXAMS

CLEP exam cost: $93 per exam + test center fee (typically $20-30)

Funding Options:

Modern States (modernstates.org): Free CLEP prep courses + exam
vouchers (covers full $93 exam fee). TIP: This is the most accessible free
option for most students.

Student has taken or plans to take a CLEP exam☐

CLEP exam aligns with student's intended credit/goal☐

Student understands local college determines acceptance and units awarded☐

No duplication with completed coursework☐

Explain next steps: submit official CLEP score to college☐

Document conversation in advising notes / SEP☐

Refer student to official resources for registration and preparation☐



Military benefits:
CLEP exams are generally free for active-duty military, National Guard,
Reserve members, and eligible spouses/civilian employees, funded by the
U.S. government through the Defense Activity for Non-Traditional Education
Support (DANTES) program, covering exam fees and often administration
fees at on-base centers, allowing them to earn college credit at no cost.

Local college financial aid: Some colleges offer CLEP vouchers through
EOPS, veterans services, or student success programs.

Employer tuition reimbursement: Many employers reimburse for
professional development.

Scholarships: Check with local foundations or community organizations.

4. HOW TO FIND CLEP ARTICULATIONS

Step 1: Check your local college's website

Search for "CLEP credit policy" or "external exam credit"

Look in catalog or transfer credit section

Contact Admissions & Records or your Articulation Officer

Step 2: Use official resources

College Board CLEP Policy Search: clep.collegeboard.org/clep-college-credit-
policy-search

CSU External Exam Credit page (filter by CLEP):
www.calstate.edu/apply/transfer/Pages/External-Exam-Credit.aspx

Local college transfer equivalency database or catalog

Step 3: Verify specifics

Minimum passing score required

Units awarded

GE area or major requirement satisfied

Any restrictions or limitations

5. CLEP & CSU / UC TRANSFER NOTES

Students may earn general education or lower-division major credits by taking a CSU-accepted external
examination in place of a course. The CSU faculties have determined the passing scores, minimum units of
credit earned, and certification area for standardized external examinations. Each campus in the California
State University system determines how it will apply credits earned by external examinations toward the
degree major.

CSU: External Exam Credit UC: Transfer Credit Practices

https://clep.collegeboard.org/clep-college-credit-policy-search
https://clep.collegeboard.org/clep-college-credit-policy-search
https://www.calstate.edu/apply/transfer/Pages/External-Exam-Credit.aspx


View Official CSU Policy

Many CSU campuses accept
CLEP for lower-division GE
credit.

Credit is typically unit-only (may
not count for major
requirements).

Check campus-specific
equivalency tables.

View Official UC Policy

UC campuses do not grant UC
credit for CLEP.

CLEP may help students
demonstrate proficiency but
usually does not satisfy GE or
major requirements.

6. IMPORTANT POLICY CONSIDERATIONS

Credit duplication: Students cannot receive credit for both a CLEP exam and
equivalent coursework.

Transfer implications: CLEP credit may transfer differently than coursework;
verify with receiving institution.

Major requirements: CLEP typically satisfies GE only; major-specific
requirements may require coursework.

Time limits: Some colleges have time limits on when CLEP scores can be
applied.

Retesting policy: College Board allows retesting after 3 months (some colleges
may have different policies). 

Prerequisites: CLEP credit may or may not satisfy prerequisites for advanced
courses.

Grade vs. Credit: CLEP awards credit-only (no letter grade); doesn't affect GPA
but may limit academic honors eligibility.

7. OFFICIAL CLEP RESOURCES

https://clep.collegeboard.org/

https://modernstates.org/course/

8. Notes / Local College Reminders

Each college determines:

Minimum scores for credit

Course equivalencies

https://www.calstate.edu/apply/transfer/Pages/External-Exam-Credit.aspx#InplviewHash6d53e609-96a0-4440-9e6f-dc217d795740=FilterField1%3DExamType-FilterValue1%3DCLEP-FilterField2%3DAcademicYear-FilterValue2%3D2025%252D2026
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/counselors/preparing-transfer-students/transfer-credit-practice.html
https://clep.collegeboard.org/
https://modernstates.org/course/


GE / major applicability


